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how.to ſpeak we-& know.no Man weaker than my | 
;; who,do acknowledge, Iam as unfitting xo ſpeak.in this Hggo 
: Fable Aſſembly, as ?ho722io was to prattle an Orativn of W: 

.\Duſcipline to the great Soldier Hanihal, in the; preſenceof ;King 
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>. Antioehws,; yer out of the debility.of my Knowledge, the inabi- 
_ lity of my Learning, the imbecility of my Judgment, the Nobility of * 
this con! irIRe Senate, the mutabulity of their Cenlures, the inſtability of | 
. Opinions, the probability of Offending, the volubilicy of Scandal, and 
the. impatency of my Utrerance, I have (maugre.all theſe perilous | 
| Impediments ): adventured to unboſom and disburthen my Miad before. 
chels uomatrhable Parridts, os. 
Mr, Speaker , 1 am not ignorant that you are appointed in this Par--. 
liament robe the Ear of this Kingdom, and Mouth. of the Commons ; © 
_ and 1 defire thar. your Hearing. may not take any offence againſt my. 
Words, nor your Tongue to retort me a Reproof, inſtead. of. ani. 
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Applauſe .... Mane a Bp gs 6 
_ Mr. Speaker, In my Introduction, to Grammar ( vulgatly called, 
The Accidence ) 1 found eight parts of Speech, which is now an Intro- 


duction to me to divide my Speech into eight parts ; that is toſay, 


' I. What we have done for Religion, | | 5. What for the Kingdom, 
2. What we have done for the Church, |. 6. hat for the Subjeft. bo 
3- What for the King:  _. | 7. What for Reformation. _ 
4. What for the Laws, | +. | 8. What for ourſelves., 


1 


, «& 
\ , 


- 


.- Of all theſe in order, as my infirm Loquacity can demonſtrate, 
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of this honourable Aſſembly , or any Fancy-of 
he Malignantseft 


7 7 
_ Firlt, for Es + They ſay we: have ther 
takenio4wo : That ve have thrown 


6 4:3 5.0 Þ AN | Wo y, were Pa T 
their Hives and Ads. have andido manifeſt the 
Canal  devtaſed vr (urviving Prigces, with ſuch 
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none do wear amon 


ſiolf of '*theiy Souls and Bodies. 


5 Wa & 


Mr. Speaker , 1 do not herein declare, citheror neither the Opinions © | 


it is no lels. than odious, and mga Cm; to traduce.ejther of thoſe 


Mr. Speaker, T would not be miſtaken; L ſay not wy own words, 


They (ay, this Cloak, being with often. turning, worn as Threadbare as 
the'þbblic Faith , full of wrincles, ſpots, and-ſtaiqs, ngicher bruſhed, 
| ſung! ,'fior made clean, with as many Patches in ar, as in a Bepger's 
FT kept by Coblers, Weavers, Oftlers, Tinkers, and Tuþ-preachers: 


and Dif) alty, and all manner of, miſchief that may be, to the confu- 
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-And ſo much they ſay we have dane for eligion; which. is the firlt 
of my eight parts of Speechz and as my weaknels;and your patience 
will permit, I, will more bricfly and compendiouſly proceed to tlie- 
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Secondly , we. are taxed with profane and barbarous Pollutions of 
the Church, or Hodſes, dedicated to God's Service: They ſay, that-we 
never builtiany, but haye raken too much accurled pains to deface, and 
pall down many, perverting-the right uſeof them intg Stables, recepta- 

cles of. Strumpers, luxurious Villains, and infernal ſtinking'Smoaks of 
Mundungo at the Communion Table, deſtroying hoſe things, which 
we-with-great-maturity of Judgment, Learning;,and Wiſdom, ſet in 
order, enaQed- by former Parliaments, moſt execrably ſpoiling all by ths. 
uſurped. Power and Protection of this Parliament, 

Mr. Speaker ,. It is a rigorous Medicine for the Toothach to knock ; 

- out the Brains of the Patient, he is. no wiſe Man that takes violent | : 
Phyſic and kills himſelf, ro purge a little Phlegm,, nor is he a prudent 

* Builder} if: his-Honſe wants ſome flight repairs, will pull it down; A 
Man-thatloves his Wife, will not pur her away'for a few needleſs black 
Patches-that -her Face is disfigured withall, In like manner, if any 
thingi were-amils, either Ornament; Geſture, Ceremony, Liturgy, or. 
whatfoever might-have been approved unfitting, ſcandalous, or juſtly 
offenfive; - it-is: concieved it might have been removed, or reconciled; 
ina imore-Chriſttan way. than by ruinating, demoliſhing, tearing; and , 
violently ;defaeing. all, without regard of ' Humanity, Chriſtianity, or / 
' Order, 'cither-from God or Man, as too manyplaces in this unjointe . 
Kingdom-can moſt truly and wofully teſtife. And theſe ſweet pleces'of 
Service (our Adverſaries ſay ) we have done for the Church, 


Thirdly , concerning out Loyalty, and Obedience tothe King ; It is 
manifeſt, tharwe have all taken the Oathof Allegiance to His Majeſty, 
and-that we have alſolately taken Oaths and Covenants to make War 
againſt him; Our Enemies would fain. know, who had power to _ 
difpenſe or free us from the former Oath, and likewiſe by what Autho- 
| ' rity the latter Covenants and Oaths were tmpoſed upon the Conſciences 
of Men. For my own part, if there were none- wiler 'than my ſelf, 
this ambiguous -£rigme would never be unriddled., - But it is reported, 
that if- we had kept our firſt Oaths conſcientiouſly, and nor taken the 
ſecond-moſt pernicioully , and performed them fo impiouſſy , then we 
had never ſo rebelliouſly oppoſed and offended fo gracious a Majeſty, 

Mr. Speaker, Our Adverſaries do further alledge, That our Obedience 
co His Majeſty is apparently manifeſt by many ſtrange ways: We have 
disburthened him of his large Revenues, we have caſed him of the 
charge of Royal Houſe-keeping, we have freed him of paying of his 
Navy, we havecleared himfrom either repairing of , (or repairing to) 
his ſtately Pallaces, magnificent Manſions, and defenſive Caſtles and 
Garriſons,- we have put himour of care for reparations of his Armo- 
ries, Arms, Ammuninon, and Artillery, we have been at the coſt of 
keeping his Children,and moſt truſty Servants from or for him,we have 
taken Order, and given Ordinances, that he ſhall not be troubled TAY 
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llah Maney. or - Meags and"that his Queen and: lawfiit Wife hall not 


 Jo-tneNigh ar kei his/Dook. 'Arid we have endeavouredby opeti Rebel-! 


: Jiok & feleaſe hitt6f a moſt trouble om'Life ant Roles, by tinting 


e 


him like a Partridge over the Mountains ; and by ſhooting Bullets of all 2! 


ſizes at his Perſon for His Majeſty's Preſervation, on purpole to make 


hin. #:@lrious Kihg/ in another World. ” We have caſed: him of a 
ofeht humber of *h1b faithful Friefids, loyal Subjects and Servants, 'by 
_—— Famiſhing-;  brotherly Banilhment, liberal' and free 

1fofment , Parliamental Plunder , friendly: Throat-cutting, and! 
A oRtrBeheniting : 4nd' Hanging; or ruinatibg as mouy as we could - 
lay hands: of; joey loved, arved, or hofnoured him. 

'Att>theſe heavy Burthens' we have eaſed himiof; and overladen our” 
ſelves:with the uſurped Ponderofity- of them: ſo thiac our Adverſaries - 
ſay, that the weight of them willeither break our Backs, our Necks, or 
ſink usforever : Ant they fay, that lince the,World's Creation, n never 
o:govd' a Kivg we fo bad OE to ule himfo gol. 


A&A rs 1 


Founbly ; i Mars Shexker;, It 1s queſtioned what we have EN for thee! 
Laws: There are ſome that-are' not” afraid to {ay,: That we have tranſ--: 
formed 'or 'metamorphoſed the "Common Laws of this Land:, into- the : 


i Land? $Common Calamities; that inſtead af the common Benefit which : 


the Laws'in'Community ſhould yield to all Mertin general j-we have 
perverted thoſe Laws to the private profit of our ſelves, and ſome other 
particular perſons. The Civil Law is turned. into an 'uncivil Civil - 
Wary Blaſphemy, Atheiſm, Sacriledge, Obſcenes, Profanenefs, Inceſt; - 
Aduttery;'-Fornication, Bigamy, Poligamy., . Baſtard- -bearing, Cuckold-" 
makingiand all-fotts: of. beaſtly Bawdry is ſo far from being puniſhed, 
that it is generallConnived and-winked at, oritolerated by us. - And - 
thoſe which ſhould be the Puniſhers of theſe groſs and crying Crimes, | 
as Judges;' Officials, Deacons,” Prodtors, and other Officers, thele are 
derided; reviled;” libelled againſt, cryed down, and made 4 common 
Seoffing- {tock of every. Ce ons Incontinent Whore, and Whore- | 
monger.c” 
\"The'Law' of God. adlirinad; in the Decalogue or. Ten: Command: 


'ments; we have raſed out of the Church, not fo much as ſuffering them : 


to be! read: And the-New Commandment, which was thelaſt that Chriſt 
 commatided , That we ſheuld love one another , wethave turned that the 
foul' contrary way;to- the ſpoiling and murdering'one another. The Law. 
of "Nature is molt. unnaturally changed to brutyh, heatheniſh, deviliſh, 
barbarous Tahumamity 3 Paricide, Fratricide, and Homicide, hath been. 


| and: 15\ by us-defended, maintaiged, and rewarded; no Affinity, Con- 


| anguinity, Alliance, 7 riendſhip;cor Fellowſhip, hath or can ſecure any 
true Proteſtant, or-loyal Subject; either of this. Life or Goods, Safety or - 
Freedorn:”: Theſe are the beſt wc Lode our Adverfarics the. Malignant 
Party, do!give us. 


Ir 4s. tarther” ſaid; That we: ;:have; infringed and violated the Law of: 


Aras" here 5" and the: Law of i: Nations. abroad ;* Fcer' whereas 'Meſſen-. - 


gers:and Ambaſſadors havealways:bad, and ought to have ficeand ſafe: 
pailage;awith fair:and courtcous Accommodation and Encerttioment,: 
winythe Sno T a 0" and Canmbals, always obferved ole: 
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obſequiouſly and punctually : But we,contrary to them, and repugnant 
to Chriſtianity, have ſuffered Ambaſſidors to be'rifled; robb'd; and evil 


A F 


entreated. . Arid we have cauſed His M jeſty's Meſſerigers tobe hang'd, 
whom hehath moſtgraciouſly fent to: Ooh Condirtotis of Peace. - 

* By the Yox prpuls,. or common Vote of” thoſe People; weare pleated 
to. call Malignants, Papiſts, Enemies to the 8fate, with other Scandals 
and Epps s, (which'they' utrerly,detiy borh in' their words and pra- 


Qice :). We are juſtly taxed to be the main Incendiaries, ahd-peftilent ' 
ok Cf Fides # | 690 f l "12: Mid hi fi BAS iy h hi 5 oy | . \ A By | 
Propagators, of all che Miſchiefs which this afflicted miſerable King- 
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dom. groans and bleeds under; for they fay, That the old Statutesof 
Magna Charta ate overthrown 'by us, under pretence 'and colour of ſup- 


AC SIT LLP EL SOTRSY ER 38 DOR AT ME II ORET B.OLWGIES - TILL AED 1 ry." X x FH 
porting thein': Aod thatby our Vores, Ordinantes, Precepts, Proclamas 
tions, Edias,Mandates,ard Commarids;ve have countermanded; abro- - 


gated, annihilated, aboliſhed, violated, and made yoid, all the Laws of 
God ,, of Nature , of Arms, and of Arts top 5 und inftead of them 
we have. unlawfully erected 2arfoal £aw, Cldh Z.vv, Stafford Law,and 
ew lawleſs Laws as make moſt for Treaſon, Rebdlion, Murder, Sacri- 
edge,  Ruine, and Plunder. But'as for the King himſelf, we have not 


- 


allowed him ſo much Law as a Huntf| maft allows a Hare. ' Theſe are our 


Enemies words, and ſoanuch they ſiy we have donefor the Lows, 


' Fifthly,, Mr, Speaker, This Queſtion' or Query is; what we have 
done for the Kingdom :* Tt 13 Taid, that we have doxe and ahdone the King- 
dom ; this ancient famous flouriſhing Ki»2dow; this Envy of the World 
for Happineſs ; this Ede of the Univerſe, this Terreſtrial Paraazce ; 


this Abſtract of Heaven's Bleſſings, and Earthly Content; this Epi- 


tome of Nature's Glory , this exa& Extra 'of Piety, Learning, and 
magnanimous Chivalry , this Nurſery of Religion, Arms; Arts, and 


laudable Endeavonrs, this Breed of 'Men ; this wonder of ' Nations, | 
formerly renowned, feated, loved, and honoured, as far as ever Sun and 


Moon ſhined ; this Eng/and which hath been a Kingdom, and a Monar- 
chy, many hundred years, under the Reigns of 168 Kings and Queens; 


this Kingdom which hath conquered Kingdoms, that hath 1-diz;$9rik, 


Paleſtina, Cyprus, Tributary tremblers; that hath made Fraxce ſhake,and 
Spazn quake ; that relieved and defended Scorlani from French ſlavery, 
and ſaved and protected the Netherlands from Spaniſh Tyranny. '' Now 
have we made this Kingdom, this Zeyland a miſerable Slave to it (elf, an 
Univerſal Go/gotha,a purple Gore, Acheldama a Field of Blood, a Gehennn, 
a Den of Thieves or Infernal Furies, and finally an Earthly Hell, were 
it not for this difference, That here the beſt Men are puniſhed, andin Hel 
only the worſt are plagued ; here no good Man eſcapes Torment, nor 
any bad Man 1s troubled : The'King 1s abuſed forbeing good and juſt, 


and his true and loyal SubjeRs and Servants areruined and maſſacred © 
for their Fidelity. The.Proteſtants are called Pa iſts, becaule they will 


not be. Browniſts, Anabaptiſts, and Rebels: And ourAdverſariesare ſo 


bold to ſay , That we have plotted and laboured/long toxurn thig'glo- 


rious Monarchy into a pedling roly poly 1»dependant Anatchy, and 
make this Kinzdom to be: no Kingdom; and ſo much we have done for 
this Kingdom, | 
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- Sixthly ,- Mr. Speaker, They, do-queſtion us what good we have 
done for the benefit or: liberty of the S»bje# : Many of them fay, thar ; 
they know too well and tooill, what and what not, they find (by lamen- i 
Finns table experience) that we haveturned their Liberty into Bondage, their 
| Freedom into Slavery, and their Happineſs. into an unexampled Infeli- 
city. Nay, it is reported, that-we have found two ways to Kell, which 
are, either to be Rebels, or perjured,to fight in Perſon againſt the King, 
and'to be farſworn by a Covenant to owe hun no Obedience, or dutt- 
ful Allegiance : They ſay we ſay, Tuſh, theſe ate but Trifles, which 
may be anſwered at an eaſie.rate, a.{mall matter will clear this Recko- 
ning ; it is no more than everlaſting, Damnation, for which, r.Speaker, 
Tam bold to make uſe of a Specoch, in the diſtaftful Litany ,- Good Lord 
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/ p. The Malignants do compare this Commonwealth to an oid Kettle, with 
here -and there a fault or hole, a orack or aflaw in it, and that we-(ia 
- imitation of our:worthy Brethreg of Bavbwry) were intruſted to mend 
the ſaid Kettle ; but like deceitful and cheating Knaves, we have,inſtead 
of ſtopping -one hole, made three or fouricore; for the People choſe us 
to-caſe them of ſome mild and tolerable Grievances, which: we have 
done ſo artificially, that they all cry and complain, that the Medicine is 
forty times worle than the Diſeaſe, 'and the Remedy a hundred times 
worſe than the Medicine. And io much is reported that we' have done' 
for the Swbjef. F 8 
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Seventhly , 'Mr.. Speaker, The Malignants Query or Queſtion is; 
what we. have,done for Reformation : What by our induſtrious Care, 
* and long Sitting; we have Reformed , how the Service of God is by us 
more religiouſly, ſincerely, zealouſly, fervently, and ardently, preached 
or practiced, what we have amended either in Church or Kingdom ; 
how either the King is more honoured or obeyed than he was betore this 
Parliament, what good we have done this four or five years ; with 
what faces can we look upon the Freeholders and Corporations in every 
[Shire, County, City, Town, and Borough in this Kingdom, who cried 
us up, and with their Voices elected us to be Knzghts and Burgeſſes, 
" Which way we can anſ[wer the ſame, for our many breaches of that 
great Truſt which they intrufted us withal * I tell:you, Mr. speater, 
theſe are home Queſtions ; and: they plainly ſay, thar all our Reforma- 
tion is Nonconformation ; and by ſure confirmation, true information, 
' certain. affirmation, 'we have by cunning Transformation turned all to 
. Deformation : So that if our Predeceſſors and Anceſtors that are depar- l 
ted this Life (to a better or a worſe) ſhould or could riſe out of their 
' Graves, and ſee; the ichange, alteration, and unmannerly M1nners, 
that have overſpread this Church and Kingdom, they would think they | 
were.not 1n England, but either in Twrky, Barbaria, Scythia, Tartaria, or 
ſome Land that is inhabited by 1»fidels or Pagans ; for England (as it is) 
_ looks no more like England (as it was five years ago) than a Camel or 
. Cockle ſhell are like an Owl or a Red Herring, 


Eighthly 
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Eighthly and laſtly, briefly and compendioully , the Queſtion ts;- 


what we have' done for our ſelves: We have run the hazard of our 
Eſtates to be juſtly forfeited by Rebellion, againſt a juſt, merciful, and 


truly religious King ; our Lives are liable to the rigour of ſuch Laws 
as former Parliaments have enaQted againſt Rebels and Traitors; and 


_ our ſelves are in danger of perpetual Perdition, if ſubmiſſion, coatri- 
tion, and ſatisfaction, be not humbly and ſpeedily performed or eridea- 
voured ; for we (and none but we) have altered this Kingdom's Feli- 
city to Confuſion and Miſery ; from a pleaſant merry Comedy, to a 
diſmal bloody Tragedy, ſuthcieat to fill a large Hiſtory of perpetual 
Memory of us and our Poſterity. GE: WE 


And thus, 24r. Speaker , have I with as much brevity as I eould, 


run over my Eight parts of Speech , whereby may be percieved, how 
the Malignant Adverſaries do eſteem of us and our Actions. I could 
ſpeak -more than I have ſaid, andI could fay more than I have ſpoken , 
- bur having done, I hold it diſcretion to make an - 
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